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Fall 2011     Anna Ioanes (asi7h@virginia.edu) 

MW 5:00-6:15     Office Hours: MW 3:30-4:30 

New Cabell Hall 444A    Alderman Library Café  

 

The Course: 

This course is designed to expand your strategies for successful persuasive writing, 

improve your ability to manage your own writing, and better equip you to effectively 

discuss and edit other people’s writing—which will in turn improve your own writing 

and self-editing.  

 

Building on what you already do well as writers, the course will focus on formulating 

academic problem statements; developing academic proposals, analytic papers, and 

persuasive arguments; organizing texts at global and local levels; and controlling a range 

of prose styles. Writing and revising are at the heart of this course, which also meets 

UVa’s first writing requirement. The exact number and length of papers assigned vary 

from section to section, but students in all sections of ENWR 1510 will write at least 20 

pages.  

 

The course theme will help us develop paper topics and focus class discussion; we will 

read and talk about the South/West borderlands of US culture, thinking especially about 

the relationship between place and identity and the usefulness of borders for organizing 

groups of people. The course content from this class is derived from The Craft of 

Argument (Williams and Colomb), which is on reserve at Clemons library, as well as the 

Little Red Schoolhouse website. 

 

The Texts: 

Collab readings – please print out and bring hard copies to class 

redschoolhouse.org 

 

Films: 

Incident at Oglala (available on Google video) 

Lone Star 

Maquilapolis 

 

Suggested:  

The Craft of Argument, Colomb and Williams 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed., Gibaldi 

The Elements of Style, 4th ed, Strunk and White 

 

Requirements: 

Papers: You will write four argumentative essays in this class. All papers will have the 

required elements and parts of argument, which will be assigned to you. Paper lengths 

will vary according to assignment. All papers must be formatted using 12-point Times 

New Roman font and be double-spaced with one-inch margins. Proofread for errors in 

spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Include a bibliography and citations in MLA format. 

Cover pages are not necessary.  
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Rough Drafts and Final Drafts: You will workshop each paper in class, and your 

revisions should show that you are receptive to peer- and instructor-critique, as well as 

capable of being your own editor.  

 

Other Writing: Papers will be preceded by short writing assignments (outlines, 

paragraphs, summaries, bibliographies, etc.), which will be collected in class. These 

assignments will not receive letter grades, but will count toward your participation grade. 

 

Readings: Please bring hard copies of readings to class. Failure to have assigned readings 

in hand will be reflected in your participation grade. Come prepared with questions and 

comments for class discussion on the readings. I may occasionally give short reading 

quizzes to check for completion. 

 

Redschoolhouse.org: You will be required to complete assigned modules on the 

redschoolhouse.org website. Failure to complete these as assigned will be reflected in 

your participation grade. 

 

Films: Films will be available on reserve in Clemons. Please screen them on your own 

before class. 

 

Policies: 

Attendance: It is the policy of the English department that students are allowed no more 

than a week’s worth of absences, which for this class is two.  Each additional absence 

will reduce your final grade by one-third of a letter grade. You may make up one absence 

by meeting with a tutor at the Writing Center for at least thirty minutes. Make sure to 

request a slip verifying your meeting, and bring the slip to me. Athletes should notify me 

well in advance of any scheduled, sports-related absences; while these are excused, no 

further absences will be permitted.  

 

Whatever the reason for any absence, you are responsible for handing in all work due on 

or before the due date, and for knowing material covered on days missed. There will be 

no opportunity to make up missed in-class activities. 

 

Tardiness: Please be respectful to your classmates and me by arriving on time. You may 

be late twice without penalty; after the 2nd tardiness, each late arrival will be considered 

an absence. 

 

Late papers: Papers must be turned in by the beginning of class on the scheduled due 

date, unless otherwise specified by me in the assignment. Late rough drafts of papers will 

result in a 1% decrease in your final grade; late second drafts of papers will be penalized 

by a 1/3 drop in letter grade for each day the paper is late (ie: one day late=drop from A 

to A-, etc.)  

 

Plagiarism: All work for this class must be your own. Plagiarism may result in a failing 

grade for an assignment, a failing grade for the course, or even dismissal from the 

University. If you have questions about how to cite a source properly, please do not 

hesitate to contact me for help. One useful site on the correct use of sources can be found 
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here: http://webster.commnet.edu/mla/plagiarism.shtml, or refer to the MLA style 

manual.  

 

Cell phones and laptops: Cell phones and laptops should be turned off and put away 

during class. Violation of this policy will be reflected in your participation grade.  

 

The Writing Center (Bryan Hall, Room 318): The Writing Center offers free tutoring by 

trained graduate students. You can call 434-924-6678 or visit their website at 

http://www.wc.engl.virginia.edu/wiki/index.php/Main_Page for an appointment. I highly 

recommend this resource.  

 

Grading: 

10% Paper 1 

20% Paper 2 

25% Paper 3 

25% Paper 4 

20% Participation 

 

Non-essay assignments will be checked for completion, will count toward your 

participation grade, and may receive comments. Essays will receive letter grades. There 

are no exams in this course. 

 

Possible final grades for ENWR 1510 are A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-. Any grade 

lower than a C- will result in a No Credit (NC), and the course must be repeated.  

 

Unit 1: Parts of Argument 

Theme: Encounters and Frontiers 

Week 1:  

Wednesday 24 Aug  

Introduction 

Register with redschoolhouse.org 

 

Week 2: 

Monday 29 Aug   

Howard Zinn, “Columbus, The Indians, and Human Progress” 

http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinncol1.html 

redschoolhouse.org: “Why Do We Argue?” 

Wednesday 31 Aug 

Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History”  

redschoolhouse.org: “Build Your Argument from the Five Questions Readers Will Ask” 

 

Week 3: 

Monday 5 Sept 

Patricia Nelson Limerick, “Introduction,” from The Legacy of Conquest 

redschoolhouse.org: “Build Your Argument Around a Significant Claim” 

Wednesday 7 Sept 

Incident at Oglala 

redschoolhouse.org: “What Counts as Evidence” 
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Week 4: 

Monday 12 Sept 

Sherman Alexie, selected poems 

redschoolhouse.org: “Explain Your Evidence” 

Wednesday 14 Sept 

Workshop paper 1A 

redschoolhouse.org: “Cite Your Sources” 

 

Week 5: 

Monday 19 Sept  

Paper 1A due; South Park (in class) 

Wednesday 21 Sept 

Chris Kraatz, “The Truth about American Indian Mascots” 

http://www.aics.org/mascot/truth.html 

redschoolhouse.org: “Distinguishing Reasons and Evidence” 

 

Unit 2: Problem Framing 

Theme: Cultural Borderlands 

Week 6:  

Monday 26 Sept 

Gloria Anzaldúa, from Borderlands/La Frontera  

Wednesday 28 Sept 

Paper 1B due; Lone Star 

 

Week 7: 

Monday 3 Oct 

Norma Cantú, “Texas Border Writing,” from A New Literary History of America 

redschoolhouse.org: “Choose a Useful Order for Your Reasons” 

Wednesday 5 Oct 

Benjamin Saenz, “In the Borderlands of Chicano Identity, There Are Only Fragments” 

redschoolhouse.org: “State the Consequences of a Conceptual Problem by Answering ‘So 

What?’” 

 

Week 8: 

Monday 10 Oct – Reading Day 

Wednesday 12 Oct  

Hector Tobar, “Introduction” from Translation Nation 

 

Week 9: 

Monday 17 Oct 

Individual Conferences 

Wednesday 19 Oct 

Workshop paper 2A 

 

Week 10: 

Monday 24 Oct 

Paper 2A due; Official English readings [TBA] 
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Wednesday 26 Oct 

Geoffrey Pullum, “Here Come the Linguistic Fascists” 

 

Unit 3: Style 

Theme: Conflict and Power 

Week 11:  

Monday 31 Oct 

William Finnegan, “Borderlines,” 

http://www.newyorker.com/talk/comment/2010/07/26/100726taco_talk_finnegan  

Wednesday 2 Nov 

Paper 2B due; Border Wars (in class) 

 

Week 12: 

Monday 7 Nov  

Mae Ngai, “Introduction” from Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of 

Modern America 

redschoolhouse.org: “Accommodate Alternative Points of View” 

Wednesday 9 Nov 

Gregory Rodriguez, “Illegal Immigrants—They’re Money” 

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-op-rodriguez4mar04,0,5993646.column 

redschoolhouse.org: “Respond to the Substance of Readers’ Objections” 

 

Week 13: 

Monday 14 Nov 

Warren Meyer, “The Conservative Case for Immigration” 

http://www.forbes.com/2010/06/30/immigration-arizona-illegals-labor-markets-opinions-

columnists-warren-meyer.html 

redschoolhouse.org: “Sentences Tell Stories” 

Wednesday 16 Nov 

Workshop Paper 3 

 

Week 14: 

Monday 21 Nov 

Paper 3 due; Maquilapolis 

Wednesday 23 Nov – Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week 15: 

Monday 28 Nov  

Southern Poverty Law Center, from Injustice on Our Plates 

redschoolhouse.org: “Make Your Subjects Characters” 

Wednesday 30 Nov 

Workshop Paper 4 

 

Week 16: 

Monday 5 Dec 

Paper 4 Due 


