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The Smith Family Farm is the site of  a beautiful home, a hardworking family, and dark 

memories. Also know as the Tullie Smith house, the small plantation-plain house was built 

around 1840 by Robert Smith. His great granddaughter Tullie (how the farm obtained its 

nickname) was the last Smith to own the house before donating it to the Atlanta Historical 

Society. The house was originally located east of  Atlanta, however, it was moved to the Atlanta 

History Center and now is on the National Register of  Historic Places. This fact raises an 

important question: Is the site’s qualification for the National Register of  Historic Places derived 

from its holistic history, or from an altered history that more pleasant and appealing? At a glance, 

the Smith Family Farm seems like a pretty house, a home to happy people and happy memories. 

One can even go on a tour of  the house, meet and interact with the “members” of  the family 

and learn about the family that lived there. However, a very important, yet discomforting aspect 

of  the site is often deemphasized or even overlooked.  

At the rear of  the house, one will stumble upon a small building with a plaque indicating 

that the building was a home to all of  the Smith’s slaves, eleven to be exact. When looking at the 

“house” without any context, the structure may come across as “quaint”, but this “quaint house” 

could hold no more than three people comfortably, let alone eleven. Our group found this ironic; 

the houses on the farm look calm and beautiful, but after taking a closer look, we realized its 

unnerving and ugly past. It is surprising how this part of  the site’s history is brought to light; the 

family participated in the darkest practice our country has ever been a part of, yet when 

addressed, it is done so casually. We do not know how well or how badly the family treated the 

slaves, but either way, slavery impacted this family drastically. We could not assume that the slaves 

were poorly treated considering the fact that the family did not live lavishly and did not have 

extravagant meals or fanciful clothing. They were not rich and are not the typical ideal of  a 

southern slave owner. However, we can focus on the fact that the importance of  the site is placed 

on the endurance of  the slave owners, rather than on the influence of  the enslaved.  

Our video project encourages the audience to look deeper, to look past the outside and into 

the family’s and home’s history. The theme of  our video explores the idea of  reality vs illusion — 
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“things are not always as they seem” — and applies it to the Smith Family Farm. Just as Sturken 

and Cartwright said in Practices of  Looking, “To look is an act of  choice, … Looking can be easy or 

difficult, fun or unpleasant, harmless or dangerous”. This correlation is especially relevant since 

the visitors of  this site have a choice to acknowledge the slaves that were a part of  this family’s 

history. The site serves as a preservation of  history — but this preservation of  history is shown 

through a “rosy” lens, a perfect example of  the rosy retrospection effect. This version gives the 

visitors the opportunity to ignore the bad and focus on the good by highlighting the positive 

situations both the Smith Family and the Smith slaves went through and overlooking the deeper, 

less attractive history that is tied to the house and farm.  

Our video first focuses on the outward appearance of  the Smith Family Farm. The vision 

for our film is to allow the viewer to see beyond the facade and the rosy lens of  the Smith Family 

Farm. We then display images of  all the “good” that is used as advertisement, — cotton and 

cattle, cooking and cleaning all of  which is done by the members of  the Smith family, but, 

historically, was done by the slaves at a time when the farm was still operating. In order to convey 

this theme, we decided to alternate the scenes in our film to focus on the contrast between the 

beliefs or ideas the Smith Family Farm intends to convey and what it actually conveys. This 

contrast is depicted through abrupt and smooth transitions, as well as lighting and/or filters. 

Through this technique, we hope to get out audience to think about how the history of  this 

property at the time it was built differs from the history that is portrayed today. 

Because the site focuses on the lives of  the Smith family, goal of  the video is to depict the 

haunting history of  slavery that looms over the farm. The video is rather eerie in nature and is 

meant to leave the viewer uncomfortable and confused. The mood of  the piece is achieved 

through use of  creepy sound effects, the distortion of  pitch and tempo of  the music, and multiple 

glitch effects in certain scenes in the video. The first glimpse of  the slave history tied to the site is 

shown through a hand raking through dry dirt, shortly after some scenes of  a prosperous garden. 

The role of  the Smith woman stirring the cauldron over a fire is switched after this scene as a 

slave woman proceeds to do the job. To end the video, we intensified the music and displayed a 

image of  a distressed black male before showing the logo of  the site as a “reminder” to 

remember the lives of  the enslaved. 

After watching our video, we hope that the next time a member in our audience visits a 

historical site, he or she will stop, dig a little deeper, and look again. 
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