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Artifact 4: Collaborative Video 
Developed in collaboration with Katherine Helen Fisher 

 
Important Deadlines: 
Site Visit Due Oct 18 
Draft 1 Due Nov 4 
Artist’s Statement Draft Due Nov 15 
Draft 2 Due Nov 17 
Final Project Due Nov 22 
 
The Assignment: 
In this assignment, you will articulate a concept or claim related to the themes of space, 
memory, and slavery by creating a video and writing an accompanying artist’s statement. 
Inspired by the creative responses to slavery’s afterlives exhibited in Spike Lee’s fictional 
film, Kara Walker’s silhouettes and sculpture, and Kyle Baker’s graphic novel, as well as 
by the rich historical resources beyond Georgia Tech’s doorstep, this assignment asks 
you to collaborate with your workshop group on a video that uses creative formal 
strategies to articulate a clear set of meanings. To create your video, your group will 
choose an Atlanta space from the included list to visit. While there, you will each film 
footage of the space. Then, you will work with that footage to create your video. Your 
video should explore themes related to “afterlives of slavery”—concepts like memory, 
mourning, trauma, reparation and retribution, the symbolic violence of popular culture, 
and space, place, and identity—in impressionistic, experimental modes.  
 
This assignment invites you to consider the relationship between language and 
abstraction; think about ways in which you can communicate that are not 
straightforwardly written or narrative, but that instead use collage, montage, sound, 
movement, color, light, etc. Since live sound can diminish video quality, your final video 
should be imagistic. You may wish to add a soundtrack of music, found recording, 
speech, or other oral communication. Consider ways you can remix your own footage 
and consider incorporating found footage from other sources to create a montage or 
pastiche—you might incorporate still images, drawings, or other film clips. Consider the 
affordances of video and push the medium toward new possibilities. This assignment 
encourages you to incorporate practices from your science and technology courses by, for 
example, creating a video for use with virtual reality tools or an app that audiences can 
use to interact with your Atlanta site. Explore the limits of video as a medium by 
incorporating technique like looping images, GIFs, glitches, and overlaying images. 
Think beyond a straightforwardly narrative or documentary format to use the medium 
creatively. There is no length requirement for your video, and you are encouraged to 
experiment.  
 
To accompany your video, your group will collaborate on an artist’s statement that 
articulates the relationship between your formal and rhetorical choices and the themes 
you intend to convey.  
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Scaffolding Assignments: 
 
Atlanta Site Visit (due Tuesday, October 18) 
With your group, you will visit a local site of memory that relates to US slavery. Your 
group will choose a site from the list below (each group must choose a different site) and 
interact with the site as you consider the following possibilities/questions: 
   
Sites:  
Oakwood Cemetery (African American burial plot) 
Stone Mountain, GA (Confederate Memorial) 
Smith Family Farm at the Atlanta History Center (a preserved plantation home) 
The Margaret Mitchell House (home of the author of Gone With the Wind) 
The Fox Theater (site of the premiere of Gone With the Wind) 
Ebenezer Baptist Church (Dr. Martin Luther King’s home church) 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield (Civil War battlefield) 
Tara Museum, Jonesboro (museum dedicated to the fictional plantation home in Gone 
With the Wind) 
Bulloch Hall, Roswell (historic plantation home) 
Patrick R. Cleburne Confederate Memorial Cemetery, Jonesboro (burial ground for 
Confederate soldiers) 
 
You are encouraged to interact critically and creatively with these memorial and 
informative spaces, but remember to be respectful of the stories told there, the people 
working there, and the spaces themselves. If you will be visiting a space that requires a 
ticket, I will help you coordinate the purchase of those tickets, which will be paid for by 
our Embedded Artist’s Grant.  
 
 
Draft 1 (due Thursday, Nov 4) 
You will create an initial rough cut of your project, which you will then have a chance to 
work on during subsequent in-class workshops. This deadline is designed to make sure 
you have at least some material to work with at this point, and that your group has begun 
to conceptualize your project.  
 
 
Artist’s Statement draft (due Tuesday, Nov 15) 
Your artist’s statement should describe the relationship between your rhetorical choices 
and the concept, claim, question, or idea you hope to convey. Additionally, this document 
will include a description of the historical context of your Atlanta site and a critical 
engagement with the implicit claims it makes about slavery’s afterlives (in other words: 
what beliefs or ideas does the site intend to convey? What does it actually convey? Has 
the meaning changed between the time the site was created and the current moment? 
What ideological formations might the sight contribute to?).  
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The artist’s statement should be a minimum of 400 words, and should include:  
1.   the title of your video project, followed by the words “artist’s statement”  
2.   the names of all your group members 
3.   a short introduction that focuses on a theme or concept your video explores 
4.   a description of at least one major rhetorical feature or technique in your video 

and an explanation of the meaning you intended to convey through that feature 
5.   a description of the historical context of your Atlanta site  
6.   a statement about how your video relates to the theme of “afterlives of slavery” 

(you may want to reference one of the critical readings in the course)  
7.   a brief conclusion.  

 
Note: Your Artist’s Statement will replace your Reflection for this assignment.  
 
 
Draft 2 (due Thursday, Nov 17) 
You will create a complete draft of your video, which you will screen for your peers in a 
workshop.  
 
 
Final video and accompanying artist’s statement due Tuesday, Nov 22) 
In response to the workshop of your draft, you will edit and revise your video to convey 
your ideas, claims, or mood more clearly. Your video will portray your engagement with 
an Atlanta site in order to convey a concept, question, argument, or feeling related to the 
theme of slavery’s afterlives. The accompanying artist’s statement will describe your 
rhetorical choices and explain the historical and cultural context of your site, as well as 
articulate the questions or ideas your video responds to.   
 
 


