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Academic Writing 
This course is meant to help you develop your ability to write in academic contexts you’re likely 
to encounter in college.  But as you may have already discovered, what one course requires of 
your writing may be quite different from what’s required in another. (Writing in Biology is 
considerably different from writing in History, and so on.) Such disciplinary differences mean 
there’s no single approach to writing that will satisfy all academic contexts, and you should 
expect that throughout your college career you’ll be asked to write in a variety of genres for a 
wide range of purposes. 
 
What a course in academic writing can offer, however, is an introduction to the habits of mind 
that characterize critical inquiry in the university. Academics in all fields of study inquire into 
established, evolving, or emerging knowledge by asking questions and investigating potential 
ways to address these questions. They conduct research, make observations, present findings—
and writing is crucial to every step of this process, for writing offers not only a way to report the 
results of an inquiry but also a disciplined form of thinking that shapes inquiry as it unfolds. In 
this course, regular practice in writing will help us pose questions, identify problems, respond to 
conversations, create descriptions, construct arguments, imagine alternatives, and explore 
ambivalence. By participating in these endeavors, you’ll have an opportunity to develop your 
capacity as a writer and deepen your understanding of the topic on which we’ll focus our inquiry. 
 
Topic:  Gender and Sexuality 
Over the course of your lifetimes, U.S. culture has undergone remarkable shifts in the everyday 
experience of sex and gender: it is more and more common for straight couples to live together 
before marriage. It’s also increasingly common for them to divorce later. The Defense of 
Marriage Act, which made sure that gay marriages would not be recognized by the federal 
government, has been instated and overturned. Ellen DeGeneres came out on TV. Will and 
Grace paved the way for Kurt and Blaine. Transgender communities are increasingly visible. 
Reality competition shows run the gamut from The Bachelor to RuPaul’s Drag Race.   
 
In this course, we will look at writing about gender and sexuality, working towards an 
understanding of the role writing itself plays in the beliefs we share (or don’t) about what men 
and women are, what counts as sex, and the importance of sexuality to our identities. Some of 
our course readings mount fairly straightforward arguments, but others pose complex questions 
and work through complicated ideas. Responses to the readings will help us work through these 
ideas. Uncertainty and confusion can be useful reactions to explore when you’re writing about 
the course readings.  
 
Participating in a Seminar 
This course may differ in several respects from others you’ll take while you’re in college.  First 
of all, this course is a seminar, which means it’s relatively small—a feature that enables me to 



give close attention to your writing, ask for your ideas in class, and meet with you individually 
during the term. Whereas some courses leave you entirely on your own, with no obligation to 
attend or speak in class, this course requires you to be both present and prepared to participate. 
Rather than lecture, I’ll guide discussion, and the value of class meetings will be largely 
determined by the conversation you and your classmates create with me each day. Though we’ll 
sometimes use laptops in class, I have found that cell phones distract from productive discussion, 
so they should be silenced and put in your bag during class. I will also hold regular office hours 
in which you are welcome to ask me questions about your writing, the course readings, or the 
class more generally. You are required to meet with me at least once this semester to talk 
about your research project.  
 
Finally, this seminar differs from most other courses in that student writing is regularly presented 
in class. On a rotating schedule, you’ll be asked to post your writing to our course blog so that 
we can discuss it in class the next day. You will get feedback from your peers in the form of blog 
comments and in workshops, as well as feedback from me. By the end of the semester, every 
student will have had at least one piece of writing distributed for class discussion. In other words, 
your writing for this course will address not only me as the instructor but also other members of 
the class, so you should see your writing as part of a public conversation.  
 
Course Readings 
All readings are available in the Resources folder of our class Collab page. You are required to 
print out readings and bring them to class the day we discuss them. On a rotating schedule, you’ll 
be asked to lead discussion on the course readings. I may occasionally give reading quizzes. Our 
writing curriculum is adapted from Greg Colomb and Joseph Williams’ The Craft of Argument. 
An online version of this curriculum is available at groundsforargument.org. This is an 
excellent resource for expanding and reviewing the writing principles we’ll discuss this semester. 
Films are available to stream on Netflix and on reserve at Clemons library.  
 
Policies 
Attendance: It is the policy of the English department that students are allowed no more than a 
week’s worth of absences, which for this class is two. These absences are designed to account for 
illness, family emergencies, etc. You may use your two absences at your discretion, but no 
additional absences will be excused for any reason. Each additional absence will reduce your 
final grade by one-third of a letter grade. If you worry that you may miss more than two classes, 
please talk to me in office hours. You may make up one absence by meeting with a tutor at the 
Writing Center for at least thirty minutes. Make sure to have your tutor email me your report 
after your meeting. Athletes should notify me well in advance of any scheduled, sports-related 
absences; while these are excused, no further absences will be permitted.  
 
Whatever the reason for any absence, you are responsible for handing in all work due on 
or before the due date, and for knowing material covered on days missed. There will be no 
opportunity to make up missed in-class activities.  
 
Late papers: Papers must be turned in via Collab by the beginning of class on the scheduled due 
date, unless otherwise specified by me in the assignment. Papers turned in after class on the 
scheduled due date will be considered one day late. Late papers will be penalized by a 1/3 drop 



in letter grade for each day late (ie, from a B to a B-). If you think you will have trouble meeting 
a deadline, please talk to me beforehand.  
 
Plagiarism: All work for this class must be your own. Plagiarism may result in a failing grade for 
an assignment, a failing grade for the course, or even dismissal from the University. If you have 
questions about how to cite a source properly, please do not hesitate to contact me for help. One 
useful site on the correct use of sources can be found here: 
http://citesource.trincoll.edu/humanities.html, or refer to the MLA style manual.  
 
The Writing Center (Bryan Hall, Room 318): The Writing Center offers free tutoring by trained 
graduate students. You can visit their website at virginia.mywconline.com to schedule an 
appointment. I highly recommend this resource.  
 
Grading 
10% Paper 1 
10% Paper 1 Reflection 
20% Revised Paper 2 
25% Paper 3 
25% Final Portfolio 
10% Participation 
 
Non-essay assignments will count toward your participation grade. Essays will receive letter 
grades. There are no exams in this course. 
 
Possible final grades for ENWR 1510 are A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-. Any grade lower than 
a C- will result in a No Credit (NC), and the course must be repeated.  
 
Unit 1: Problems with Gender 
Week 1:  
Monday 13 Jan  
Introduction  
Wednesday 15 Jan 
The Big Bang Theory, Pilot (in class) 
 
Week 2: 
Monday 20 Jan   
Colomb, et. al, “Motivating Your Argument” Part 1 
Wednesday 22 Jan 
Michael Warner, “The Ethics of Sexual Shame” 
 
Week 3: 
Monday 27 Jan 
Colomb, et. al, “Motivating Your Argument” Part 2 
Wednesday 29 Jan 
Jack Halberstam, from Gaga Feminism 
 



Week 4: 
Monday 3 Feb 
Colomb, et. al, “Motivating Your Argument” Part 3 
[Student Writing: Gaga Feminism] 
Wednesday 5 Feb 
Workshop paper 1 
 
Week 5: 
Monday 10 Feb  
Paper 1 due 
Colomb, et. al, “Articulating Claims” 
Wednesday 12 Feb 
Paris is Burning 
 
Unit 2: Producing Knowledge About Sexuality 
Week 6:  
Monday 17 Feb 
[Student Writing: Paris is Burning] 
Wednesday 19 Feb 
Paper 1 Reflection Due 
Anne Fausto-Sterling, “The Five Genders” 
 
Week 7: 
Monday 24 Feb 
[Student Writing: “The Five Genders”] 
Wednesday 26 Feb  
Workshop Paper 2 
 
Week 8: 
Monday 3 Mar  
Paper 2 Due 
Colomb, et. al, “Reporting on Evidence” 
Wednesday 5 Mar 
Jennifer Dziura, “When Men are too Emotional to Have a Rational Argument” 
Gerald Graff, from They Say, I Say 
 
Week 9: 
Monday 10 Mar – Spring Break 
Wednesday 12 Mar – Spring Break  
 
Week 10: 
Monday 17 Mar 
Michel Foucault, from The History of Sexuality Vol. 1 
Wednesday 19 Mar 
Jonathan Ned Katz, “The Genealogy of a Sex Concept” 
 



Unit 3: Writing About Identity 
Week 11:  
Monday 24 Mar 
[Student Writing: “The Genealogy of a Sex Concept”] 
Wednesday 26 Mar 
Paper 2 Revision Due  
John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity” 
 
Week 12: 
Monday 31 Mar – No Class 
Wednesday 2 Apr 
Deborah Tannen, “Wears Jump Suit. Sensible Shoes. Uses Husband’s Last Name.” 
 
Week 13: 
Monday 7 Apr 
[Student Writing: “Wears Jump Suit. Sensible Shoes. Uses Husband’s Last Name.”] 
Wednesday 9 Apr 
Kate Bornstein, from Gender Outlaw 
 
Week 14: 
Monday 14 Apr  
[Student Writing: Gender Outlaw] 
Wednesday 16 Apr 
Workshop Paper 3 
 
Week 15: 
Monday 21 Apr  
Paper 3 due 
[Reading TBA] 
Wednesday 23 Apr 
[Reading TBA] 
 
Week 16: 
Monday 28 Apr 
Final Portfolio Workshop 
 
Friday 1 May 
Final Portfolio Due 11:59 pm 
 
	  
 


