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Fall 2013     Anna Ioanes (asi7h@virginia.edu) 
MW 5:00-6:15     Office Hours: MW 3:30-4:40 
New Cabell Hall 56    Starbucks, South Lawn  
 
The Course: 
Building on what you already do well as writers, this course will focus on formulating 
academic problem statements; writing for specific audiences; developing research topics 
and writing research papers; responding to written arguments and developing your own 
argument; discussing and editing other people’s writing; editing and revising your own 
writing; and controlling a range of prose styles. Writing and revising are at the heart of 
this course, which also meets UVa’s first writing requirement. The exact number and 
length of papers assigned vary from section to section, but students in all sections of 
ENWR 1510 will write at least 20 pages.  
 
The course theme will help us develop paper topics and focus class discussion; our object 
of study is the idea of “The American Dream.” By the end of the semester, students will 
have a working definition of this concept and be able to make arguments about the role it 
plays in American culture.  
 
The Texts: 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
All other texts are available on Collab. You are required to print out and bring the 
assigned text to class. 
 
Films: 
The Queen of Versailles 
Maquilapolis 
 
Requirements: 
Papers: You will write multiple kinds of documents in this class: a research proposal, a 
research paper, and a final portfolio assessing your growth as a writer over the semester.  
 
Rough Drafts and Final Drafts: You will write multiple drafts of your proposal and paper. 
You will workshop these documents in class, and your revisions should show that you are 
receptive to peer- and instructor-critique, as well as capable of being your own editor.  
 
Other Writing: Papers will be preceded by short writing assignments (outlines, 
paragraphs, summaries, bibliographies, etc.), which will be collected in class. These 
assignments will not receive letter grades, but will count toward your participation grade. 
 
Readings: Please bring a hard copy of the assigned reading to class. Failure to have 
assigned readings in hand will be reflected in your participation grade. Come prepared 
with questions and comments for class discussion on the readings. I may occasionally 
give short reading quizzes to check for completion. 
 
Presentations: Each student will be required to give a 5-10 minute presentation on the 
assigned reading for that day. Presentations should contextualize the reading, clarify 
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major concepts, summarize the key argument, and provide questions to begin discussion. 
Additionally, students will give a 10-minute research presentation on their chosen topic.  
 
Films: Films will be available on reserve in Clemons. You may screen them on your own 
before class or attend an optional screening. 
 
Office Hours: I will meet individually with each student early in the semester to discuss 
your research project. In addition to this meeting, you are required to meet with me once 
more at some point in the semester.  
 
Participation: Most of our classroom time will be spent in discussion with the whole class 
or small groups. A strong classroom participant will come to class prepared with 
discussion questions and opinions about the reading, will listen and take notes when 
others speak, will respond thoughtfully to other students’ opinions, will speak in class at 
least once per meeting, and will share constructive criticism in workshops.  
 
Policies: 
Attendance: It is the policy of the English department that students are allowed no more 
than a week’s worth of absences, which for this class is two. These absences are designed 
to account for illness, family emergencies, etc. You may use your two absences at your 
discretion, but no additional absences will be excused for any reason. Each additional 
absence will reduce your final grade by one-third of a letter grade. If you worry that you 
may miss more than two classes, please talk to me in office hours. You may make up one 
absence by meeting with a tutor at the Writing Center for at least thirty minutes. Make 
sure to have your tutor email me your report after your meeting. Athletes should notify 
me well in advance of any scheduled, sports-related absences; while these are excused, 
no further absences will be permitted.  
 
Whatever the reason for any absence, you are responsible for handing in all work 
due on or before the due date, and for knowing material covered on days missed. 
There will be no opportunity to make up missed in-class activities. 
 
Tardiness: Please be respectful to your classmates and me by arriving on time. You may 
be late twice without penalty; after the 2nd tardiness, each late arrival will be considered 
an absence. 
 
Late papers: Papers must be turned in by the beginning of class on the scheduled due 
date, unless otherwise specified by me in the assignment. Papers turned in after class on 
the scheduled due date will be considered one day late. Late papers will be penalized by a 
1/3 drop in letter grade for each day late (ie, from a B to a B-). If you think you will have 
trouble meeting a deadline, please talk to me beforehand.  
 
Plagiarism: All work for this class must be your own. Plagiarism may result in a failing 
grade for an assignment, a failing grade for the course, or even dismissal from the 
University. If you have questions about how to cite a source properly, please do not 
hesitate to contact me for help. One useful site on the correct use of sources can be found 
here: http://citesource.trincoll.edu/humanities.html, or refer to the MLA style manual.  
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Cell phones and laptops: I find that discussions are more lively and engaging when 
students are not on their laptops. However, when we write or revise in class, you may use 
laptops. Cell phones should be turned off and put away during class. If you’re on your 
phone during class, I will ask you to leave for the day, and you will accrue one absence. 
 
The Writing Center (Bryan Hall, Room 318): The Writing Center offers free tutoring by 
trained graduate students. You can call 434-924-6678 or visit their website at 
virginia.mywconline.com for an appointment. I highly recommend this resource.  
 
Grading: 
10% Revised Project Proposal 
15% Three Page Paper 
15% Five Page Paper 
20% Research Paper 
15% Final Portfolio 
10% Research Presentation 
  5% Reading Presentation 
10% Participation 
 
Other writing assignments will be checked for completion, will count toward your 
participation grade, and may receive comments. Essays and presentations will receive 
number grades. There are no exams in this course. 
 
Possible final grades for ENWR 1510 are A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-. Any grade 
lower than a C- will result in a No Credit (NC), and the course must be repeated.  
 
Schedule: 
Week 1:  
Wednesday 28 Aug  
Introduction 
 
Week 2: 
Monday 2 Sept   
One-page Brainstorming Assignment Due 
Booth, Colomb, and Williams, “From Topics to Questions,” from The Craft of Research 
Wednesday 4 Sept  
Jon Meacham, “Keeping the Dream Alive” 
 
Week 3: 
Monday 9 Sept  
Bobbie Ann Mason, “Shiloh” 
Wednesday 11 Sept  
Workshop: project proposal 
Gerald Graff, “Yes/No/Okay, But,” from They Say, I Say  
 
Week 4: 
Monday 16 Sept  
Project Proposal Due 
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Robert Samuelson, “The American Dream’s Empty Promise” 
Wednesday 18 Sept 
Student Conferences 
 
Week 5: 
Monday 23 Sept  
Student Conferences 
Wednesday 25 Sept 
Student Conferences 
 
Week 6:  
Monday 30 Sept  
Proposal Revision Due 
Erin Hatton, “The Rise of the Permanent Temp Economy” 
Wednesday 2 Oct  
Chrystia Freeland, “The Plutocrats Next Door” 
Williams and Colomb, “Articulating Claims,” from The Craft of Research 
 
Week 7: 
Monday 7 Oct  
The Queen of Versailles 
Wednesday 9 Oct  
Project Introduction Due 
Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence 
Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a Dream” 
 
Week 8: 
Monday 14 Oct – Reading Day 
No Class 
Wednesday 16 Oct  
workshop: three page paper 
 
Week 9: 
Monday 21 Oct  
Three Page Paper Due 
Natalia Antonova, “I Said No to My Student Loan” 
Wednesday 23 Oct  
Joseph Stiglitz, “Student Debt and the Crushing of the American Dream” 
 
Week 10: 
Monday 28 Oct  
Frank Rich, “Mayberry, R.I.P.” 
Wednesday 30 Oct 
Revision workshop  
 
Week 11:  
Monday 4 Nov  
Five Page Paper Due 
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Maquilapolis  
Wednesday 6 Nov  
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, ch. 1-3 
 
Week 12: 
Monday 11 Nov  
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, ch. 4-6 
Wednesday 13 Nov 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, ch. 7-8 
 
Week 13: 
Monday 18 Nov 
Research paper workshop  
Wednesday 20 Nov  
Research Paper Due  
The Great Gatsby, to end 
 
Week 14: 
Monday 25 Nov  
Presentations 
Wednesday 27 Nov – Thanksgiving Break 
 
Week 15: 
Monday 2 Dec  
Presentations 
Wednesday 4 Dec 
Portfolio workshop 
 
Wednesday 11 Dec 
Final Portfolio Due via collab [by midnight] 


