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ENLT 2514: American Girls    Anna Ioanes (asi7h@virginia.edu) 
MW 5:00-6:15      Office Hours MW 3:30-4:30  
New Cabell 438     South Lawn Commons 
 
From Honey Boo Boo to Hannah Horvath, girls are having a moment in American culture. Our 
class will look at representations of girls and femininity across the last century in order to wrestle 
with a few questions: how has the concept of girlhood changed over the last century? What has 
being a girl meant in the last century? How does the concept of girlhood or girlishness shape 
American culture?  
 
In the last century, women entered the voting booth and the workforce, but they also sat down on 
the psychoanalyst’s sofa and went to the mall. The novels, plays, and poems on our syllabus will 
help us map the role of femininity in these many social changes. In doing so, the course will also 
provide an overview of 20th century literary development in the United States. Focusing on both 
the formal features and cultural politics of our readings, our class will help students develop 
close reading and critical writing skills. Writing assignments will supplement our class 
discussions: short essays will focus on formal analysis and a longer assignment will ask students 
to explore the relationship between one work and its broader social context.  
 
Textbooks (available at the bookstore): 
Willa Cather, My Ántonia 
Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire 
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita 
Toni Morrison, Sula 
Jamaica Kincaid, Annie John 
Valerie Tripp, Meet Felicity 
 
Films (available on reserve at Clemons library): 
I Shot Andy Warhol 
 
All other readings are available in the Resources section of our Collab page 
(collab.itc.virginia.edu). 
 
Requirements: 
Readings: Please bring hard copies of readings to class. Failure to have assigned readings in hand 
will be reflected in your participation grade. Before each class, choose one passage you would 
like to discuss, and write one discussion question. You will also be required to lead discussion at 
the beginning of one class period (we will discuss this further in class). I may occasionally give 
short reading quizzes to check for completion.  
 
Papers: You will write three papers of varying lengths in this class. All papers must be formatted 
using 12-point Times New Roman font and be double-spaced with one-inch margins. Proofread 
for errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Include a bibliography and citations in MLA or 
Chicago format, as well as a title and page numbers. Cover pages are not necessary.  
 
Exam: A final exam is required for this class. The exam will test your understanding of the 
course material and your ability to respond critically to what we’ve read.  
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Policies: 
Attendance: You are allowed 2 absences. Except for special circumstances listed below there are 
no excused or unexcused absences in this class. Absences are to be used at your discretion. If 
you are absent more than the class limit, your grade will be reduced 1/3 for each absence (B+ to 
B, for example).   
 
Exceptions to absence policy:  If you are on an athletic team that plays this semester and miss 
class because of games/meets, etc. you are allowed that many number of absences for the 
semester. You get no other additional absences, except for special circumstances such as a 
documented severe illness or emergency.  For all students: if you have a severe illness, family 
emergency, hospitalization or other such calamity that requires extensive time away from class, 
notify me as soon as possible and we will work out arrangements. Athletes should notify me well 
in advance of any scheduled, sports-related absences; while these are excused, no further 
absences will be permitted.  
 
Whatever the reason for any absence, you are responsible for handing in all work due on or 
before the due date, and for knowing material covered on days missed. There will be no 
opportunity to make up missed in-class activities. 
 
Tardiness: Please be respectful to your classmates and me by arriving on time. You may be late 
twice without penalty; after the 2nd tardiness, each late arrival will be considered an absence. 
 
Late papers: Papers must be turned in by the beginning of class on the scheduled due date, unless 
otherwise specified by me in the assignment. Late papers will be penalized by a 1/3 drop in letter 
grade for each day the paper is late (ie: one day late=drop from A to A-, etc.).  
 
Plagiarism: All work for this class must be your own. Plagiarism may result in a failing grade for 
an assignment, a failing grade for the course, or even dismissal from the University. If you have 
questions about how to cite a source properly, please do not hesitate to contact me for help. One 
useful site on the correct use of sources can be found here: 
http://webster.commnet.edu/mla/plagiarism.shtml, or refer to the MLA or Chicago style manual.  
 
Cell phones and laptops: Cell phones and laptops should be turned off and put away during 
class. Violation of this policy will be reflected in your participation grade.   
  
The Writing Center (Bryan Hall, Room 318): The Writing Center offers free tutoring by trained 
graduate students. You can call 434-924-6678 or visit their website at 
https://virginia.mywconline.com/ for an appointment. I highly recommend this resource.  
 
Grading: 
Paper 1: 15% 
Paper 2: 20% 
Paper 3 Proposal: 10% 
Paper 3: 25% 
Exam: 15% 
Participation: 15% 
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Monday, Jan 14 
Introduction 
 
Wednesday, Jan 16 
My Ántonia, Book 1 
 
Monday, Jan 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
Wednesday, Jan 23 
My Ántonia, Book 2, 3 
 
Monday, Jan 28 
My Ántonia, Book 4, 5 
 
Wednesday, Jan 30 
Flannery O’Connor, “Revelation” and “Good Country People” 
 
Monday, Feb 4 
[TBA] 
 
Wednesday, Feb 6 
Paper 1 Due 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Scenes 1-6 
 
Monday, Feb 11 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Scenes 7-11 
 
Wednesday, Feb 13 
Lolita, Part 1, Ch. 1-15 
 
Monday, Feb 18 
Lolita, Part 1, Ch. 16-33 
 
Wednesday, Feb 20 
Lolita, Part 2, Ch. 1-17 
 
Monday, Feb 25 
Lolita, Part 2, Ch. 18-36 
 
Wednesday, Feb 27 
[TBA] 
 
Monday, Mar 4 
Paper 2 Due 
Poems: Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, Diane Di Prima 
 
Wednesday, Mar 6 
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Rachel Devlin, from Relative Intimacy 
 
Monday, Mar 11 – Spring Break 
 
Wednesday, Mar 13 – Spring Break 
 
Monday, Mar 18 
Sula, through “1922” 
 
Wednesday, Mar 20 
Sula, through “1937” 
 
Monday, Mar 25 
Sula, to end 
 
Wednesday, Mar 27 
Adrienne Rich, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence” 
 
Monday, Apr 1 
Paper 3 Proposal Due 
Annie John, through “The Red Girl” 
 
Wednesday, Apr 3 
Annie John, to end 
 
Monday, Apr 8 
Poems: Harryette Mullen and Gertrude Stein 
 
Wednesday, Apr 10 
I Shot Andy Warhol 
 
Monday, Apr 15 
[TBA] 
 
Wednesday, Apr 17 
Meet Felicity 
 
Monday, Apr 22 
Lorrie Moore, “How to Become a Writer”  
 
Wednesday, Apr 24 
“Girls” (in class) 
 
Monday, Apr 29 
Paper 3 Due 
Conclusion 


